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Editorial 

Whilst considering content for the Editorial this month, it literally came 
to me in a flash of lightning, as we lost power for the fourth time in a 
couple of weeks.  
 
It’s all well and good being Internet sellers, but what do we do when the 
power goes out?  How do we continue to be available for our custom-
ers? 
 
I’m a smaller seller,  and I lose power in my home office, in a semi-rural 
location, 1-2 times a week, for up to 36 hours at a time (I’ll refrain from 
commenting on the aged, faulty, and worn-out infrastructure!). 
 
To ensure that I can keep selling and responding to customer enquiries, 
I have a portable pre-paid wi-fi modem that is always cashed up (I know 
I should buy a generator, but machines and I are not good friends, and 
I’m sure my blood pressure would suffer). To maintain power to my lap-
top and phone, I have a number of portable USB power banks always 
fully charged, each of which gives me at least an hour of power. 
 
Unless we have a 24-hour or more outage, it’s business as usual.  
 
I may be stating the obvious to most of you, and I’m sure larger, city-
based members can’t imagine the necessity to keep this much “little” 
gadgetry on hand just to stay online, but as I sit here in the dark, typing 
by candlelight, I thought it might be worth sharing. 
 
Cheers 
Dave Sheridan 
 
ipdaeditor@gmail.com 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Stamp Selling Tip of the Month  

In the competitive market in which we 
operate, there’s one business jargon 
phrase that is very apropos.  
 
“Point of Difference”, or PoD, is the one 
thing we can have to stand out from every 
other seller and attract customers.  
 
We don’t just sell stamps, we also sell 
quality and service. Providing a PoD is the 
competitive edge.  
 
Ask yourself these questions: 
 
• Is my pricing competitive and fair? 
• Is my quality up to IPDA standards? 
• Is my postage charge appropriate? 
• Is my packaging waterproof and firm? 
• Do I post on time, every time? 
 
If you can’t answer yes to all of these 
questions, you don’t have a PoD, you’re 
an ordinary seller, like most online sellers. 
If you want your buyers to remember you 
and to come back, create your PoD. 
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New Member Welcomes 
 

Rob Smit—Netherlands 

 

"PostBeeld BV" was founded in Haarlem, the Netherlands, in 1982 and its first shop opened there in  1983. Its mail 

order business started in 1986, the internet site we know today commenced in 1996, the  brand name catalogue, 

“freestampcatalogue” has been published since 2002.  More recently a second shop opened in in Leiden in 2014.  

Postbeeld is now the internet's largest online web-shop in stamps and the Haarlem  mega store consists of over 200 

square metres of floor space with an extensive world stock of stamps, large stocks of postal history, postal stationery, 

FDCs, coins, tokens, bank paper, postcards and philatelic literature (new and antiquarian) present.  Furthermore, 

there are albums, storage systems, catalogues etc. of almost all brands (new and second-hand), and hundreds of 

batches and collections (which are not on the internet). Around 20 people work at the store. 

PostBeeld always has a lot in stock. More than 175.000 different stamp series, often in different conditions. The 

strongest point of PostBeeld, however, is the rotation. Almost every day they add hundreds to thousands of series or 

stamps to stock, so that with almost every visit you will come across new offers from your collecting area. 

 They also publish a free world stamp catalogue on the internet 

“Freestampcatalogue”. Through this catalogue you can also create a wish list 

for non-stock items, whereby you will automatically receive an e-mail as soon 

as they have an item on your wish list in stock again. 

Another free service are online stamp magazines. Postzegelblog.nl (Dutch) 

and Freestampmagazine.com (English). 

Rob Smit is  well known in philatelic circles being the secretary and chairman 

of the catalogue committee of the NVPH, the Dutch Association of Stamp Dealers, as well as the chairman of the 

IFSDA, the International Federation of Stamp Dealers Associations. It was in this capacity that Peter met with him. The 

following are some of the highlights of the conversation. 

Peter reports: Under the leadership of Rob Smit, the IFSDA has entered a new phase of life. The Internet is becoming 

a crucial part of this. The website has been renewed and will be further updated. 

Communication to the members is via the internet. A new manual has been published. Partnerships are started. More 

actions will follow. 
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New Member Welcomes 
 

Rob Smit—Netherlands…..cont’d 

 

Recently IPDA Director Peter C. A. de Jong (PCAdJ) met with new IPDA member Rob Smit (RS), the Chairman of the 
IFSDA and the owner of the very well known philatelic business PostBeeld BV.  The following is a summary of their dis-
cussion which was  intended to explore some of Rob’s thinking about the direction for the IFSDA and his views on some 
aspect of the philatelic scene.  

PCAdJ: We've noticed changes within the IFSDA since you've been president. To get a clearer picture, can we start 
with your view on what the IFSDA has done over the past 6 months to promote the exchange of information on the 

marketing of stolen, forged and repaired stamps? 

RS: In principle, this is supervised by the National Stamp Dealers’ Associations. When 
within a National Stamp Dealers’ Association stolen items are observed, this is passed 
on to the IFSDA, and we place this information on our website and newsletter. This 
information is only accessible to members. Information about forged and repaired 
stamps can come from both sides. For example: A member may find irregularities and 
report them to the IFSDA. We approach the relevant National Stamp Dealers’ Associa-
tion, who will then contact the trader in question. If this is not corrected or repeated, 
this dealer will be expelled by both the IFSDA and the relevant branch organization. 

PCAdJ: What has the IFSDA done in the past 6 months to promote stamp collecting 
around the world. 

RS: The direct promotion of stamp collecting has never been a goal of the IFSDA. I 
would like to see this changed. Through the IFSDA website more proposals will be 
made. However, it remains difficult for the IFSDA to “impose” the promotion of stamp 
collecting to dealers worldwide in a standard way. In view of the cultural background, 
the regions have their own approach. However, the IFSDA wants to promote locally 

initiated campaigns via the IFSDA website. 

PCAdJ: I know the FIP has a youth philately committee. I don't know if it's successful. Does the IFSDA also initiate 
youth philately?  
 
RS: We would like to. We are thinking about it, but it remains difficult to approach the youth, especially worldwide, 
also for the National Stamp Dealers’ Associations. Some organizations, such as the KNBF in the Netherlands, have 
tried this with limited results. I believe they have still youth learning material available in their library. 
 
PCAdJ  Your web site mentions a close relationship  between the IFSDA and the UPU. Can you tell us when  you last 
met the UPU or the FIP, and some of what was discussed? 
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New Member Welcomes 
 

Rob Smit—Netherlands…..cont’d 

 

PCAdJ  Your web site mentions a close relationship  between the IFSDA and the UPU. Can you tell us when  you last 
met the UPU or the FIP, and some of what was discussed? 

RS: The UPU is a specialized agency of the United Nations (UN) that coordinates postal policies among member na-
tions, in addition to the worldwide postal system. The relationship with the UPU is good. Contacts with the UPU are 
limited. The IFSDA is invited to meetings when philately is on the agenda. Although the two presidents have of course 
met in the past, contacts between the FIP and IFSDA have never been ideal, especially because of the difference in 
focus - collectors vs. traders. In May last year,  the FIP president was a guest at the IFSDA annual meeting in Stock-
holm. That was unique. That had never happened before. We also met later in Stockholm. Although we are still in the 
"exploring" phase, we have spoken to each other a few times afterwards by phone and email. 

PCAdJ: In the past we have talked about the IPDA becoming a member of the IFSDA.  What would be the advantages 
for IPDA members to have an IFSDA membership card? 

RS:  On the website we do list the benefits of IFSDA membership but in summary they are. Faster and more efficient 
contacts with branch organizations and dealers.  Using available information, and each other's newsletters.  Using the 
IFSDA manual. Cooperation with the IFSDA and exchange of information to promote philately and dealers in particu-
lar. Direct contacts with IFSDA dealers who are not yet members of the IPDA. Possibility of establishing contacts with 
the UPU, and the FIP in particular. Invitation to IFSDA events.  Growing international position and reputation for the 
IPDA as an IFSDA member and finally of course, use of the IFSDA logo 
 
PCAdJ:  Perhaps we can explore the communication aspect just a bit more. How does the IFSDA, and how often do 
you communicate with your members? Do you have examples? 
 
RS:I have to admit at this time I think the contacts are actually still too limited   However we are working to change 

and improve this. Things are at an early stage.  At this moment the communication still consists of personal contacts, 

calling someone, during events and / or via the IFSDA website. We also rely on the handbook which is currently the 

only item that continues to appear in print. 

 

PCAdJ:   Finally Rob perhaps a few comments on the current philatelic scene, especially your views on selling on the 
internet through stamp portals such as eBay, HipStamp, Delcampe and many others? And the fact there is little to no 
control on quality and standards. What do you think this does to the hobby? and to serious dealers and the trade in 
general? 
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New Member Welcomes 
 

Rob Smit—Netherlands…..cont’d 

 

RS: Oh, no, we can hardly do anything about that. It is a phenomenon that you do not only see in the context of phi-
lately, but with all products on online platforms that only channel goods and money 
 
The "real" collector pays attention to the good price/quality ratio  Most dealers and auction houses generally offer 
good quality with a respectable price offer.  On the IFSDA website we want to continue to draw attention to the 
"dumping" of philately that ultimately benefits nobody, not the dealer, and certainly not the real collector. But again, 
we can't prevent it. eBay, for example, is not interested in a possible cooperation in this area. For them, everything is 
turnover Delcampe pays some attention to the quality offered, but not to the price. 
 
PCAdJ: Rob, thank you for your time and these insights. I look forward to you being an active member of the IPDA and 
perhaps future discussions with you. 
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New Member Welcomes 
 

J. Randall (Randy) Shoemaker—United States 

 

J. Randall (Randy) Shoemaker is the Founder and President of Philatelic Stamp 

Authentication and Grading (PSAG).  

A native of Miami, FL, Randy Graduated from Michigan State University and 

moved into the field of cancer research. He founded J. Randall Rare Stamps in 

1970, specialising in quality US issues for the period 1842-69. The  business 

operated until 1986. 

Randy then founded Professional Stamp Experts (PSE), and was President and 

Senior Expert from 1986-2009. 

In 2009, he founded Philatelic Stamp Authentication and Grading, Inc. (PSAG), 

and as President and Senior Expert, specializes in expertising and grading 

United States, Canada, Canadian Provinces, Canal Zone & Hawaii and Philip-

pine Islands (both U.S. & Spanish Administrations). 

Randy is the Originator and Developer of the universally accepted Grading System for US and Canada postage stamps. 

He is married with two children and five grandchildren, (so I doubt that he has much free time!) but he can be con-

tacted at info@psaginc.com 
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Newsletters From Members 

 
Board Member Peter C.A. de Jong recently sent the following email to members, suggesting that we include 
links to their newsletters in our own Newsletter: 
 
“Dear IPDA fellow member, 
  
One of the objectives of the IPDA is to promote the exchange of information and literature that can be useful for our 
members. 
 
On behalf of the IPDA Committee, it is my pleasure to once again announce a new service. We would like to make a 

part of our monthly IPDA Newsletter available to alert all members to new newsletters as issued by our members. 

The process is as follows: 

• You send me a link to your newsletter, with a maximum of 2 lines of summary; 

• Before the end of the month, these links will be collected and included in a “Newsletter from Members” section; 

• At the beginning of the each month, this section will be published in the new IPDA Newsletter; 

• If we have not received a new link from a member for the next IPDA Newsletter, the existing link will expire. 

  

We start this month …….. I am sure you will appreciate this new service, and that you will participate in the distribu-

tion of information to all members.” 

This initiative has garnered an excellent response, and a selection of links can be found on the next page. 
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America’s largest stamp club, with a monthly journal for members 

 

The Delcampe blog keeps you up to date with all the latest news 

 

Your source for Costa Rica philatelic knowledge (stamps, postal history, revenues, 

postcards and more! 

A new offer by Vaccari: postage free for philately until 15 April. Take advantage of 

the gift!  

Our main goal is to show the new stamps and covers about the space history and 

events, we try to be as complete as possible.  

This week we have a very diverse set of new products on WOPA+. See below for 

products from United Nations, Isle of Man, Spain, Netherlands, France, Portugal, 

Faroes, Israel & Romania 

https://estampillascr.com/blog/?nltr=MjY7MjMxODtodHRwOi8vd3d3LnBoaWxhc3VwcGxpZXMuY29tL3N0YW1wLWNvbGxlY3Rpbmctc3VwcGxpZXMtbGlzdDs7MmFmZGNiZDY1ODgyN2ZhNjE1N2FkOWFhOTAzZmIxZGI%3D
https://www.vaccari.it/mailing/4812748.html
http://enews.wopa-plus.com/20200228/index.htm
https://stamps.org/the-american-philatelist
https://blog.delcampe.net/en/
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Annual General Meeting 2020 
5pm Eastern Standard USA Time 26 March  

 

Yes, this is a reprint of last months page 2! 
 
Formal notice of the AGM has been sent to all members, and the Board look forward to your participation, either in 
person or by proxy. This is your opportunity to express your opinion and directly influence the IPDA. Seven Directors 
are standing for re-election, so this is your chance to influence the future direction of your Association.  
 
The AGM will be held in the IPDA Members Chatroom. Please go to the IPDA website, Log in as a Member and under 
the Members Only drop down menu click the Members Chat Room and you will automatically join the meeting. You 
will see the names of other attendees in the menu panel to the right of the chat screen. 
 
Our Chairman, Alan Devine, stated in this year’s Chairman’s Report: 
 
“Membership did drop as you may know to approximately 70 members in the early months of 2019, but since then 
has recovered to nearly 150 members. We can grow this as we see a recognition among dealers that selling on the 
internet is the selling medium in this day and age, yet with more and more sellers appearing on various philatelic 
portals the quality of their presentation as sellers is not acceptable in our view. So, the importance and relevance of 
the IPDA and you as members is key to our growth and success and ultimately of course in the best interest of     
philately and its stamp collectors.”  
 
As Alan makes clear (I’ve underlined the very relevant point above) the IPDA is taking an active stance to improve the 
quality of online selling, thereby improving customer security and satisfaction. 
 
The future progress of the IPDA depends on it’s members, so we look forward to your participation  on  26 March. 
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The Hawaiian Missionaries—Stamps That Lead to Crime 

 
The first American missionaries arrived in Hawaii around 1820. They sent letters to the United States. The Hawaiian 
government created its first post office in 1849, and printed its first stamps two years later. Given their use, the 
stamps were called “Hawaiian Missionaries”. They had a face value of 2 cents, 5 cents and 13 cents. The stamps we 
discuss below are extremely rare. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extremely Rare Stamps 
A stamp for the United States cost 13 cents. The first print run was very small. New 
13-cent stamps bearing the inscription “H..I.&US Postage” were issued starting in 
1852. There are apparently only 15 examples of the 2-cent stamp in the world (at least officially recognized as such, as 
you’ll see later). The paper used was very thin and the known examples are often damaged or repaired. 
 
A Life For a Stamp 
This stamp was at the heart of a current event in France at the end of the 19th century. Gaston Leroux, namesake of 
the writer, lived in a very nice apartment in Paris at that time. He was a collector and had one of the famous 2-cent 
“Hawaiian Missionary” stamps in his collection. He was discovered dead in his apartment in 1892. 
 
The affair was complex. The police didn’t immediately conclude that a robbery had occurred, because nothing was 
apparently missing from Gaston Leroux’s home. The crime would have been perfect if a stamp-collecting policeman 
hadn’t noticed that the famous 2-cent “Hawaiian Missionary” stamp was missing from the victim’s collection. 
 
He decided to follow this lead and get to know the victim’s stamp collecting circle. One of his friends was Hector 
Giroux. Under cover of their shared passion, Giroux eventually revealed the showpiece of his collection: the famous 2 
cent stamp from Hawaii. Giroux was arrested and questioned and eventually confessed. He had killed Gaston Leroux 
in a moment of anger and envy to obtain the stamp its owner refused to sell to him. Hector Giroux was executed for 
the murder. 
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The Hawaiian Missionaries—Stamps That Lead to Crime……..cont’d 

 
 

Perjury For Stamps 
We couldn’t talk about these stamps without mentioning a very controversial lot. The “Grinnells” have made head-
lines since 1922. 

 
In 1918, an American collector named George Grinnell claimed to have acquired 
several dozen Hawaiian stamps from Charles Shattuck. He sold 43 stamps which 
were acquired by John Klemann. The latter in turn sold some of them to Alfred 
Caspary who already had several. Caspary compared the stamps and realized that 
there were significant differences between them. 
 
According to Caspary, there were typographical differences between the stamps 
and the ink used contained aniline. This substance was invented after the issue of 
the stamps. Believing them to be fakes, he got his money back from Klemann who 
initiated a suit against Grinnell. 
 
The court case began in 1922. The first important piece of evidence in the case 
was that the stamps were allegedly created using the photogravure technique, 
and that the postmarks were all applied at the same time. More incriminating 
evidence was then revealed: Charles Shattuck’s widow and daughter claimed that 
he had never given the stamps to Grinnell. Based on these arguments, the judge 
decided in favor of Klemann: the stamps were fakes. 

 
The story could have ended there, but Grinnell and his heirs needed to salvage his honor. In 1923, shortly after the 
end of the trial, Grinnell learned from Edward Shattuck that his family had lied following an agreement with Klemann. 
However, the judge refused to review his decision. 
 
In their report “The Case for the Grinnell Missionary Stamps” (2006) George Grinnell’s grandchildren Vince and Carol 
Arrigo, presented their theory about the controversial stamps. 
 
The Family’s Arguments 
The stamps apparently came from correspondence between Hannah Shattuck, Charles’ mother, and her friend Ursula 
Emerson, who went to Hawaii with her husband John to live. This theory is plausible. The women were both from the 
town of Nelson, which had only 700 inhabitants. They very likely knew each other. However, Charles Shattuck only 
kept the stamps and not the letters. 
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The Hawaiian Missionaries—Stamps That Lead to Crime……..cont’d 

 
 
William Emerson, Ursula’s son, worked for a friend of the family, the printer Henry Whitney, who is the acknowledged 
printer of the famous stamps. The theory holds water, but doesn’t explain the typographical errors and the substance 
in the ink, which couldn’t be there. 
 
Carol and Vince Arrigo have an answer for that too: 
With respect to the typographical errors, they note that it was 1851 and stamp printing in Hawaii was taking its first 
baby steps. They add that there were several print runs of the stamps because, according to their calculations, it 
wouldn’t have been possible for the first one to produce enough stamps to send all of the missionaries’ letters. They 
go to great lengths to explain the calculation in their report, based on logical explanations. 
 
In addition, we know that William Emerson returned to his parents’ house for several months to recover from an ill-
ness. It’s possible that Whitney may have left him the equipment needed to postmark his correspondence himself. 
Note that the two knew each other well and that Whitney was a family friend. 
 
With respect to the paper, modern techniques have proven the Grinnell family right: it would now appear that the 
composition of the paper and the ink used for the stamps did, in fact, exist at the time. 
 
A Revolution in High-Level Stamp Collecting? 
The Grinnell grandchildren admittedly wrote their report with a bias. However, their explanations are troubling and 
open the door to the possibility that the stamps may in fact be authentic! 
 
An envelope with a 13-cent “Hawaiian Missionary” stamp was sold for €125,000 in June 2015. Recognition of the  
authenticity of the Grinnell stamps would be a real revolution. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Article copyright Delcampe International, reproduced with permission 
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Philately Around the World  - F is for Faroe Islands  
 

After Denmark it seems appropriate to do Faroe because of the close ties between the countries in a philatelic sense 
as well as geographic of course.   

The postage stamps and postal history of the Faroe Islands began in the 1860s with a message exchange system called 
Skjúts, which was before a regular boat service was established between the islands. Postage is now under the control 
of Postverl Førova, the Postage Stamp Department which has taken over all the work relating to Faroese postage 
stamps. 

Skjúts relied on an agent being appointed in every village with the duty of organising 
a crew to transport people, letters or parcels from one village to another. The meth-
od of transport was of course a boat.  

The Skjúts system was actually introduced in around the mid-1860s, with the first 
Skjúts Act coming into force in 1865.  

Skjúts charges were laid down by the Løgting, the Faroese Representative Council, 
for 5 years at a time. There were three types of Skjúts: official, clerical and private. 
The charges for Skjúts varied, with official being the cheapest and private the most 
expensive. There was no charge for Skjúts prior to 1865. All healthy males between 
15 and 50 years of age were liable for Skjúts duty: i.e., they could not refuse without 
being fined. It was never an easy task to transport mail from one island to another 
across perilous waters where there were often powerful currents.  

The Skjúts system existed until around WWI but was not used as 
much by then, as the Post Office's rates were relatively low and 
so represented a reasonable alternative  

The first Faroese post office was opened in Tórshavn on 1 March 
1870. Others opened at Tvøroyri and Klaksvík on 1 March 1884 
and 1 May 1888 respectively. The management of the post at all 
three was conducted by the local sýslumaður. These were the 
only Faroes post offices opened in the 19th century, but seven 
were opened in 1903 and, during the next twenty-five years, post 
offices were opened in essentially all of the settlements on the 
Faroes. 15 new offices were opened in 1918 alone.  
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Philately Around the World  -  F is for Faroe Islands …… cont’d   

 
Danish stamps were in use from 1870, usually without any overprint or surcharge, until the first Faroese stamps were 
issued in 1975.  

After the First World War, the Faroese Post Office was forced to use so-called provisional stamps. On 8 December 
1918, the Post Office in Tórshavn received a message from Copenhagen about the following increase of postal rates: 

• inland letters on the Faroes up to 15 g from 5 øre to 7 øre 

• postcards to Denmark up to 15 g from 4 øre to 7 øre 

The increase in postal rates came into force on 1 January 1919. Due to unreliable shipping connections, the supply of 
new 7-øre postage stamps failed to reach the Post Office in Tórshavn before that date. When it became apparent that 
the increase in the postal rates would bring about a heavy demand for stamps amounting to 7 øre, and that the Post 
Office’s supply of supplementary stamps, 1-, 2-, 3- and 4-øre, would not be sufficient to meet demand, extraordinary 
special provisions had to be made. Thus the Post Office in Tórshavn received authorization to bisect the ordinary 4-øre 
stamps and use the individual halves as 2-øre stamps.  

When the stock of 4-øre stamps began to run low, the Post Office was given authorization to 
overprint the required number of 5-øre stamps and use them as 2-øre stamps. For this purpose 
a hand stamp was made out of a wooden block bearing the letters "2 ØRE". Part of a chair leg 
was used as handle, and therefore the stamp was called the "chair leg stamp".  

A similar situation arose in 1940–41. Following the German occupation of Denmark, the Faroes 
were under British administration from 12 April 1940 until the end of the Second World War in 
1945. A shortage of Danish stamps was again resolved by the Post Office in Tórshavn over-
printing the required number of stamps with a 20-øre surcharge. 

In 1974–75, the Danish postal system began issuing Faroese postage stamps with the caption FØROYAR. The postal 
system used these stamps in the Faroes for franking mail and sold them to philatelists. The first Faroese postage 
stamps came on the market on 30 January 1975.  

A few of the first definitives from the 1975 issue. The engraver was the well know stamp engraver Czeslaw Slania  
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Philately Around the World  -  F is for Faroe Islands …… cont’d   

 
And the in 1975  there was also a set to commemorate the introduction of the financially independent Postverk 
Førova    with  these as two examples from the set of 5, again with the engraving done by Czeslaw Slania. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
From the first day they were available, the interest in Faroese postage stamps has been very extensive abroad. A 
number of times, postage stamps have been the second-largest source of export revenues for the Faroes. 
  
Until 1 April 1976, the Faroese postal system was under the direction of Post Danmark (Post and Telegraph System). 
At that time the Faroese postal system was organised so that it had a post office (Tórshavn Post Office) managed by a 
postmaster. Then came the postal clerks with the so-called postal agents as managers. The postal clerks were located 
in the following settlements: Klaksvík, Tvøroyri, Vágur, Vestmanna and Saltangará. All other post offices were divided 
into two groups. The larger ones were called "letter collection sites", and the smaller were called "postal exchange 
sites". Together with Tórshavn, these five post offices are still the main post offices.  
 
After the election for the Løgting in November 1974, the government decided that the postal service in the Faroes 
should be taken over by the Faroese Home Rule.  
 
In 1975, the Danish government and the Faroese government began negotiations on the takeover issue. The results of 
these negotiations led to the Faroese government taking over the postal service in the Faroes as of 1 April 1976. This 
new institution received the name Postverk Føroya (Post of the Faroes). A ram's horn was chosen as the institution's 
logo. As a natural consequence of the takeover, two new departments were established within the Faroese postal 
system: the Postage Stamp Department and the Post Office Giro. 
 
Since the founding of Postverk Føroya in 1976, the Postage Stamp Department has taken over all the work relating to 
the postage stamps. The department organises all production, issuance and sales of postage stamps. 
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Philately Around the World  -  F is for Faroe Islands …… cont’d   

 
An example of a 1981 set showing old Torshaven.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Just one rather nice example of the design and topic ( Fairy Tales) . This was issued in a booklet in 1984. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Faroe Islands postal service was restructured as a limited liability company on 1 January 2005. 

The name was changed to the "P/F Postverk Føroya” (i.e. Faroe Islands Postal Service Limited). The Government of 
the Faroe Islands  is the sole shareholder of the company. 

Modern Faroese stamp from 2002 depicting the Merlin. It won the award "2nd most 
beautiful stamp in Europe" in 2004.  

The name was changed again in September 2009, this time to "Posta Faroe Islands" 
or just “Posta”. At the same time a new logo was introduced. The new Posta logo is 
composed by two staggered arrows that are pointing in opposite directions, a sym-
bol of "Receive" and "Send".  The first arrow is sea blue color while the second arrow 
is green, a symbol of the ocean and the islands. 
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Philately Around the World  -  F is for Faroe Islands …… cont’d   

 
 

Another excellent design from 2019 miniature sheet to commemorate Old Maps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Further reading   

http://en.stamps.fo/ 

http://www.faroeislandsphilately.com/History/1940/Provisional1940.htm 

By Michael Dodd 
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http://en.stamps.fo/
http://www.faroeislandsphilately.com/History/1940/Provisional1940.htm


 

 

Staying Humble 

As a stamp collector first and a seller second, I still get excited when I receive orders in the mail. I often wonder what 
awesome stamp I bid on, has arrived. I  drive the wife nuts with, ‘did we get any mail today dear?’ when I walk in the 
door from work.  The best part of those envelopes is when you only paid 20% of catalogue. After a very cold morning, 
36F down here in Arizona, I walked in from work and literally jumped out of my work boots, kissed the wife and ran to 
my desk. Forget the beer, this envelope is special. I mean special. My awesome wife had it sitting on the corner of my 
desk where all my mail is found. I saw it the second I walked in the door.   

I have been waiting on this stamp. It is Scott#363, mint hinged from Persia, 
1902 year, 50kr. What makes this stamp is that it’s the ‘Key’ stamp to have. 
The catalogue value on this stamp, 2020 Scott Catalogue, is $550.00. For us 
working stamp collectors/sellers that is a serious step up in the ‘game’. Is it 
for resale? Is it for your collection? Or is it just nice to look at? First, I just like 
to look at them. I mean I work for a living, but buying high dollar stamps for 
me is still a big step, even after 20 years. 

If that doesn’t bring a smile to your face as a Persian/middle east collector/
seller then you had a very bad day at work. By combining my 50kr green seen 
above with my ‘short set’, seen below, I am now at a CV$810.00us, 2020 
Scott, for the whole set. 

 

And you wonder why I am dancing right now? You can’t see me, but I am. In closing, keep an eye for those hard to 
find stamps. Save up, know your material and when you see it, pounce on it. I would like to thank 
www.Mehdistamps.com for selling me this fine stamp. It made my cold Monday at work, well worth the shivers-trust 
me.  

Stay humble, know your stamps and reap the benefits. 

            
         Lee Coen 

         #251 
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 Exhibition News 

 
NZ 2020—Auckland 

 
Just a couple of weeks to go before New Zealand 2020. Sadly, the Corona virus may impact on the event, as travel re-
strictions remain in place for anyone travelling from, or transiting through, mainland China. That said, over 1200 
frames will be exhibited, and the trading floor will be a hive of activity, as all stands are fully booked. 
 
This will be a great event, and I wish I was able to attend. If any of our members will be in attendance, either as a 
stand-holder or visitor, your photo-journalistic skills will be greatly appreciated! Don’t forget that assorted promotion-
al material is available for download in the Members area of the website. 
 
 

 
Click an Exhibition Banner for More Information on Upcoming Events 
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https://www.london2020.co/
https://www.nz2020.nz/
http://ostropa2020.de/


 

 
The Back Page - Thinking Out Loud  

2020 is the Year of the Rat, and, unless I’m getting soft in my old age, I think some of the stamp issues have been ab-
solutely superb. Well done to everyone involved! 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Last Word—IPDA Referral Service 

 
Fortunately, some of our members have not missed the news that we introduced a new service at the end of last 
year, namely the IPDA Referral Service. Perhaps not everyone is fully aware of the program though, as uptake has 
been slow. 

If an active member refers another applicant on the IPDA Online 
Application Form, and that new applicant is approved, the refer-
ring member will receive a free year’s dues for the following cal-
endar year.  This will save you $25 and also help to increase our 
membership.   

 I urge you to take advantage of this opportunity. 

 If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me 

 peterca.dejong@ipdastamps.com  
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