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 July 2019 Editorial 

Hello and welcome to the IPDA Newsletter for July. It is 
my pleasure to write a few words to introduce this issue. 
 
As many of you know my interest and passion, for what 
seems like all my life, is aerophilately and so I will  say a 
few words on that. Perhaps it will introduce you to what 
I consider is such a fascinating topic.  

 
I am a dealer in Aerophilatelic and Commercial Aviation books &         
literature, and also air crash covers. I have the world's largest stock 
of aerophilatelic books - both new and used, and a large stock of air 
crash covers. I worked for Pan Am for many years and then for the    
International Air Transport Association (IATA) in Geneva.  Like many 
people, when you find your vocation in life and your work industry is 
aligned with your outside interest there is no holding back.    
 
I was at a Philatelic Exhibition in Berlin recently, exhibiting some        
material and speaking at a function when I was reminded of an          
occurrence in Ireland back in the 1990s. I wont go into details here but if 
you want to know more about my interests  you might enjoy reading a 
copy of the Irish Times from October 1996. 
 
As you may have seen I  contribute to the IPDA  with various Book     
Reviews and  since I am on a speakers circuit at various International    
Exhibitions I do try to promote the IPDA whenever I can.  
 
In December  I will be in Adelaide for the  Aeropex 2019 Exhibition. This 
is an Australian Airmail Society function being held in conjunction with 
the South Australian Philatelic Council. I will be there representing the  
American Airmail Society of which I am also an active member.  
 
Thank you for being a member of the IPDA. I hope you can find a way to 
participate and  help us grow this Association. I have believed in the 
IPDA since its early years and believe even more so today it has an     
important role to play in the philatelic world. 
 

If you would like to find out more about my aerophilatelic business here 
is a link.    Regards,  Ken Sanford, Director USA and APS representative  

Newsletter  July 2019 | Volume 15  Issue 7 

 

Stamp of the Month  

In addition to reading the IPDA website on 
a regular basis, where our web master 
keeps readers informed of various new 
issues, you will find some very good blogs 
which  report on new stamps issues as 
well. One of them is Commonwealth 
Stamp Opinions.  If you have not read it I 
highly recommend a browse here  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
I read it  and saw this stamp.   I just had to 
show it because like the author said I also 
have no idea what Guernsey had to do 
with the manned moon landing 50 years 
ago. Another example of issuing stamps 
for the sake of issuing stamps and to get 
the collectors cash I guess!   
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Stamp Authenticity     by Alan Devine 
 
This text does not and is not intended to be exhaustive or cover all the techniques or practices relating to the topics 
covered.   That would be an impossible task for an article like this  Hopefully this makes a solid start and can be further 
developed.  I hope that members may find these pages interesting and useful.   Also, perhaps I have described enough 
of the common practices that will help members to become more alert and ready to see something that is suspicious 
or wrong. I welcome feedback. Please send to me at  alan.devine@devalri.com.au 
 
Introduction Recently, one of our members drew our attention to the never end-
ing listings of stamps for sale that are inadequately provided with accurate and appropri-
ate quality descriptions and catalogue reference details.  
  
Listing stamps this way may be done deliberately to mislead or simply as the easiest and 
quickest way of preparing stamp for sale. The member drew attention to examples of 
stamps that are listed by sellers on their websites and in shop windows at major sites 
such as eBay.  
  
Many buyers have found out to their cost and annoyance that some stamps purchased years ago are now worthless, 
either because they are fake stamps or were purchased at too high a value with minimal details of the stamps to    
allow a  correct assessment of their real value.    
  
Buyers put their trust in dealers and sellers as we as IPDA dealers know. 
  
It cannot be denied that some sellers are dishonest, while some sellers are just plain ignorant of what they are selling, 
or perhaps lazy to accurately describe what they are selling.  Also we have to acknowledge that many buyers have 
very little knowledge of how to identify stamps that may be fake or worthless because, for just one example, of the 
poor condition they are in. 
 
And, we must also acknowledge that there are many dealers and sellers who have little knowledge of how to          
assess the value of stamps and describe stamp condition. It is hoped that members will find the following helpful and 
informative and that they will be able to contribute ideas to help us improve this text. 
 
The following is intended as a guide for IPDA members at this stage and for feedback and improvement over time so 
that we might eventually publish it on our web site for the benefit of both sellers and buyers.   
 
This text attempts to cover all kinds of fake stamps and illegal practices. The hints and tips in these articles are        
provided for members attention and feedback, as I say, so we can improve this for future use. 
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          Stamp Authenticity     by Alan Devine       …….cont’d  
 

Detecting Stamps that have been repaired.  This covers stamps that have been “filled-in” or had thins gummed over 
for example, or where blocks of stamps have been re-joined and also about creases and tears.  
 
Most  of these can be recognised by dipping the stamps into a watermark fluid , if possible before purchase but after-
wards in any case. Other repairs to stamps such as re-backing  or re-gumming a stamp (shaving a stamp down and 
putting the stamp on to a new background) can be found in more valuable stamps . 
 
It is commonly advised that dipping stamps should become a standard practice  when seeking to purchase a better 
stamp. 
 
On some stamps there may be areas of the back which has been torn off. This usually occurs when a stamp has been 
hinged and the hinge is carelessly removed. This process usually leaves a darkened area of the stamp which when the 
stamp is held up to a light will appear as a dark area or the thin line of a re-gummed tear. Quite often a thin is hidden 
when a paper pulp is used to cover the thinned area. Again, it is best to use watermark fluid to detect this                   
re-gumming. Ultra violet light may also be used to detect the thinning. Remember, that in order to fill a thin the 
stamp must be re-gummed to cover the work. This often hides the existence of a thin.   
 
With watermark fluid, a good magnifier and an ultra violet light most repairs will be revealed. 
  
Detecting  removed cancellations. 
  
Removing a cancellation is most often done to make a used stamp appear to be unused.  This  is more often done to 
expensive stamps. The method that is used to remove the cancellation very often uses “some kind of bleach”. One 
disadvantage of this of course is that bleach very often makes the 
stamp whiter. One way of seeing whether a stamp has been 
changed is to examine it under an ultra violet light.  
 
The more serious threat to philatelists is the case of old classics 
where a removed cancellation can make a stamp seem to be worth 
many thousands of dollars or pounds.  
 
Sometimes a stamp is offered with no gum on the back and as a 
mint stamp. Very often this is accepted by the buyer as a worth-
while purchase. Never the less, members are advised  to view any 
higher value stamp under consideration under an  ultra violet 
light  before making any final decision.    
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Stamp Authenticity     by Alan Devine       …….cont’d   

  
Detecting  fraud, illegal or  unethical practices used on  stamps   The following is intended to highlight the most    
commonly known unethical and dishonest practices, many have been around and used since 1841.  It is acknowl-
edged that this will not be a totally exhaustive list of all techniques or practices that exist. That would require a book 
and a very long period of research and validation.  
 
I shall describe three of the more common practices that are used to Re-gum, Re-perforate or create fake stamps. I 
will explain how re-gumming, re-perforating and faking stamps is done in order to help readers understand how these 
practices are performed and used. The practices included in this text are the more common ones, There are many 
more. Members holding older stamps issued before the 1930’s, for example, the British penny red or the $1.00       
Columbian, may unknowingly have examples of re-gummed stamps in their possession. It is worth checking all stamps 
that you suspect might be faulty.  
 
Detecting re-gummed stamp 
Re-gumming stamps is a cheap and easy method of altering stamps. If you suspect a stamp has  been re-gummed 
check it right away. The quickest way of detecting any re-gumming is to hold the stamp up to a light and look on the 
back of the stamp for any ‘sparkling’ from excess gum in the pits between the perforations or on the hairs of paper at 
the top of a perforation (the hairs are what is left after the stamp has been separated from a sheet of stamps). 
 
Genuine stamps are gummed with a one brush stroke which leaves a smooth surface. The re-gummed stamp will be 
seen with the aid of a 12x magnifier or digital microscope.  The re-gum will have been applied by an arrow brush that 
required a number of strokes to complete the re-gumming. This leaves lines marking the gum between each stroke 
and can be seen quite clearly with the aid of a magnifier.  
 
Detecting reperforated  stamps. 
Stamps are reperforated to turn imperforate stamps into fake stamps of higher value. 
There are a number of ways of reperforating stamps of both imperforate and           
perforated issues.  In the early days, nearly all reperforating comprised the straighten-
ing of the margins of  the stamps, which had been badly cut from a sheet of  imperfo-
rate stamps. This practise was used to improve the stamps.   
 
Stamps can be reperforated on one or more sides to improve their centering or to   
remove a fault such as a short or  a missing perforation, or a small tear or a creased 
perforation.  Reperforating all four sides of a stamp is the best way of giving  an       
original gum appearance to a regummed stamp. 
 
Another way of detecting whether a stamp has been changed is to place a genuine copy of the stamp behind the      
suspected stamp. Any differences in the perforations will immediately be noticed and the suspected stamp will have 
been confirmed.   
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                 Reperforated  



 

           Stamp Authenticity     by Alan Devine       …….cont’d  

 

Also, the same comparison can be made using a photograph of a genuine stamp, (provided the photo is the same size 
as the original stamp) with the suspected stamp on all four sides. These stamps may have been reperforated on one 
or two sides to make them appear more real and attractive. 
 
Fake or Reproduction stamps   There are two types of fake reproduction stamps: 
counterfeits that vendors put on the market without disclosing their origin, and 
those that are sought precisely because they are known forgeries. Both types can be 
highly collectible. 
 
What are altered stamps and forged stamps?  Both genuine and fake stamps that 
have been altered have the potential to be collector's items. An altered specimen is 
genuine, but it has been changed in some way, most likely to increase its value.     
Perhaps a straight edge has been reperforated, or a cancellation has been removed. 
Sometimes, stamps are regummed.   
                                                                                                                                                
By definition, fake postage stamps are not genuine. An unscrupulous dealer 
might take an imperforate, or unperforated Washington-Franklin head issue, 
and add perforations so they can market it as a rare coil issue. Coil postage 
stamps are sold in long strips and rolled into coils to make them easier to 
mechanize in large quantities. In more extreme cases, stamps can be created 
from scratch. 
 

What are reproductions and reprints?   A reprint is a copy that is made to 
look exactly like the original, or as close to the original as possible. They are 
made using the original design. If you see examples of postage stamps from 
the United States that are stamped on the reverse side with a letter from the 
word, “B.O.G.E.R.T.D.U.R.B.I.N.”, this is a reprint from the original plate of a 
postmaster's provisional.  
 
The letter on the reverse side is placed there to distinguish it from an       
original. Reproductions are not made from the originals and are not          
designed to fool anybody.  
 
Maybe the design has been altered or they have been reproduced using 
different coloured inks from the original. Some may have a message on them 
stating that they are reproductions.  
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Also referred to as Illegal as not produced 
by a Postal Authority for postal use. 



 
                                Stamp Authenticity     by Alan Devine       …….cont’d    

    
What is a counterfeit?  A counterfeit is a calculated ruse that may be created to avoid pay-
ing postage. Counterfeits may be designed to convince the postal administration that they 
are the legitimate equivalent of postage-paid specimens. In order to fool the experts, the 
fakes have to look exactly like the real deal. Rare examples of known counterfeits are often 
sought after by collectors to add to their collections.  
 
Counterfeits may also be created to replicate some of the rarer stamps on the market that 
represent an error of manufacture. This may be a run of stamps that was released with 
printing errors or perforation line errors. When these counterfeits are found, some may 
become collectible. 
 
Detecting Fake Blued Paper Issues and Other Coloured paper.  Many buyers expect that given their name, the blue 
paper issues will really be blued paper. Consequently, fakers have died the real blue paper stamps in a blue solution to 
create blue paper stamps. In actual fact not all Paper issues are blue, and many have a lighter greyish blue tint on 
them. One way of detecting the fake blue paper stamps is to look at the colour on the back of the stamp. If the paper 
has been died the colour will be uneven and may have more dye on the tips of perforations than on the body of the 
stamp. True blue paper stamps will have a consistent colour all over it and there will be many dark spots within the 
paper. When you are checking stamps for rare paper colour types the same detecting method applies. Also, dipping 
the suspected stamp in a watermark fluid will assist detect the genuine blue paper stamps from those which are not. 
 
I look forward to hearing from members and will  do a follow up with any suggestions received.  Alan Devine, Sydney. 
 

 The Controversial Zeppelin Stamps That Enraged 1930s Collectors 

 
On May 21, 1930, the world’s biggest airship, the Graf Zeppelin, floated over the Cape Verde Islands and slowed down 
over an unusual target: the Porto Praia post office. When the ship had maneuvered to just the right spot, its crew 
threw something out of the gondola, attached to a small parachute. As frightened crowds gathered below to watch, 
the mysterious object fluttered down from the sky and landed right on the building’s roof. It was a big sack of mail. 
 
Over the next few weeks, the Graf Zeppelin would complete its first Pan-American tour, flying to Rio de Janeiro, Ohio, 
and New Jersey, and then back over the Atlantic to Spain and its home country, Germany. Although much glitz and 
glamour accompanied the airship’s comings and goings, its journey was funded by something more mundane: those 
sacks of mail, via the stamps affixed to the letters inside. 
 
At 775 feet from nose to tail - about as long as the Golden Gate Bridge is tall - the Graf was the largest flying machine 
the world had ever seen. Its operating costs were proportionate, clocking at about $4 per mile (or $58 per mile in   
2019 money). Although passengers paid steep ticket prices, especially on early flights, the ship could only hold about 
20 of them at a time, limiting that revenue stream.   
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The Controversial Zeppelin Stamps That Enraged 1930s Collectors ….. cont’d   

And despite the fanfare that greeted its every move, attempts to charge admission to view it on the ground didn’t go 
over well with the public, who were generally hurting from the Great Depression, and who wanted their close-ups for 
free. 
 
Instead, the Graf’s parent company, German Zeppelin Airship Works, decided to recoup costs by commissioning      
special stamps from the countries on the tour route. Only letters with these stamps on them would be accepted onto 
the airship, which would then deliver them to their destinations. This was the only commercial transatlantic air mail 
option available at the time, and was days faster than sending a letter by boat. Brazil, Bolivia, Germany, and Spain all 
made the Zeppelin stamps, and 93 percent of the proceeds from each stamp was funneled back into German Zeppelin 
Airship Works. 
 
After some debate, the U.S. Post Office decided to get in on the game as well, designing and printing a run of Graf 
Zeppelin stamps in a matter of weeks. They called this a gesture of goodwill toward Germany, and pledged to also 
contribute 93 percent of the revenue to the Airship Works. Secretly, though, they expected that an enthusiastic      
population of American collectors would snap up most of the stamps, keeping them out of circulation, and ensuring 
that the Post Office held onto most of the money. 
 
So on April 19, 1930, the USPO issued three stamps, each with a different design 
and for a particular amount. The first, a 65-cent stamp, was green, and showed 
the Graf cruising eastward above the sea. This stamp would get a postcard over the 
ocean once, from the U.S. or Brazil to Spain or Germany. The second, a $1.30 
stamp, was brown, and featured the zeppelin heading west over a cropped map of the world labeled with the tour’s 
three main cities (although New York, here, stands in for New Jersey). That one would get a letter across the sea. 
 
The last stamp, in a bright sky blue, cost $2.60, and displayed 
the Graf high in the clouds, superimposed over a small globe. This 
one was more fun than practical—it would get your letter round-
trip, over to Europe and then back again. (One young boy from On-
tario sent himself a letter this way, and made the papers.)   
 
The stamps’ release was trumpeted in newspapers from New York 
City to Santa Cruz. The joke, though, was on the Post Office. The 
economic hardship that led so many Depression-era Americans to 
be buoyed by the sight of a massive airship also made it difficult for 
any of them to pay $4.55 - 50 times the cost of a loaf of bread - for a set of three collectible stamps. The U.S. printed 
1,000,000 of each color, but only sold about 227,000 zeppelin stamps in total, most of which actually did end up on 
mail delivered by the Graf.  The Post Office eventually destroyed the remainder of the stamps, making collectors, who 
quickly accused them of creating artificial scarcity, even angrier. But that’s what happens when you try to cross the 
world’s biggest zeppelin.      Source and acknowledgement to atlasobscura.com  
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Revisiting your listings  
 

As a seller that works a full time job and lists stamps in his ‘spare’ time, I thought it would be time 
to revisit my older listings for sale. I am back to my regular schedule at work of 40 hours a week and 
not 80 or more hours a week (yes I do work those hours, just ask my wife).  
 

I jumped over to www.hipstamp.com, bluecollarwrench is my store and I looked at a few of my older listings. When I 
started with Hipstamp several years ago I listed about 900 stamps.  As I looked at many of my older listings, I was         
taken aback. Many of my listings had, ‘too many headaches for overseas shipping’, or ‘zero overseas shipping’.  

 
The descriptions I had written actually embarrassed me, with misspelled words, wrong Scott/
inventory numbers etc. Many of my images were blurry, at odd angles and are not of the quality I 
find myself listing currently. In many listings I failed to list defects. I have learned a lot over the 
past few years I realized.  

 
Look at the image to the right - here is the reverse of a certified stamp from 
Persia I have listed. However, I failed to list, ‘paper attached’, not to mention 
the image is leaning to the right and poorly cropped. A quality image of the 
front and reverse along with an  accurately described stamp will / should bring more sales.  Surely? 
 

Another example of a poorly listed stamp:  In the listing of the stamp shown to 
the left, which is the reverse of Italy Scott #19, used, I failed to describe the 

short perf, light creases, the penciled number and the fact it is just a ‘grubby’ stamp. I got caught 
up in listing this stamp due to the catalogue value of $32.40 USD. This stamp is a spacefiller at 
best, and I have changed the asking price accordingly. What was I thinking when I listed this! 
 
Another condition aspect that I missed when listing my stamps in the past were ‘thins’.  This 
stamp to the right is Scott# 140, Italy, mint never hinged (I use the abbreviation mnh in my 
listings)  but it has a thin.  Yes a small thin  but I had not described that in the listing description.   

Sure this stamp should sell based on catalogue value, and a sensible asking price, but a damaged 
stamp will and can affect my sales and if not fully described it will eventually affect my reputation. This is an example 
of one of my listings and, like many sellers perhaps, I let this ‘slip by’ while listing many stamps for sale at one time. 

Here is a thought for you:  do yourself and your store a favor. Do a self-check, do an inventory. Do you still have the 
stamp? Is the image clear and accurate? Is your address current on the site you list on? Did you sell it on another site 
and fail to remove it from the ‘other’ site you list on?   Avoid the headaches. Revisit your listings and your stamps. Are 
they as good as the catalogue value indicates? Some of mine weren’t, are yours?    
I wish you much success in your sales     Lee Coen, Member 251 
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                 Paying attention to detail when scanning
       

I was scanning some stamps recently,  British South Africa Company 
from 1898. Quite a nice copy considering the age.  This is SG 240     
(Sc XXX)   perf 14 with Die II,  good centering.   Nice catalogue value 
as well.  
 
I always scan and show the reverse of a stamp when I am listing    
higher catalogue values in the shop. I scanned the reverse and saw a 
black spot. I did not recall seeing it on the stamp so I had a closer 
look. Sure enough there was no black spot on the stamp. There was a 
tiny spot on the stock sheet.  Just a paper fiber, nothing else.  
 
So I thought I better scan the front of the stamp again and have a closer look.  Sure enough the black spot was there.  
Had I not scanned the reverse I would have missed this, especially as it was dark on dark.   

 
I was reminded of this because a 
few months ago a customer wrote 
telling me that what I had sent him 
was not the same as the scan of the 
stamp I had listed.  
 
This confused me as I always scan 
each stamp I list for sale.  Even if I 
have two mint copies I always scan 
each one as often there can be   
fractional differences, for example 
in the centering.  Anyway I checked 

the listing and the listing description 
and my description was exactly about 

the stamp he received.   I had sent the right stamp.    However, you guessed it already, haven’t you.  What he had 
seen on the scanned image of the stamp was a darkish mark, very tiny. He had deduced it was a flaw - even though 
my description did not mention a flaw - and when he received it and saw no dark mark on the stamp, well, I was in 
trouble wasn’t I. I guess, accidently of course, I had misrepresented what I was selling judging by the image and the 
image alone.  The description was correct, but to him that was irrelevant.   
 
I gave a full refund without questioning. Lost one stamp in the process and learnt a valuable lesson: To be very careful 
and check my stock sheets and make sure there is no paper fiber or dirt, or whatever can make a “spot” of sorts on an 
image of the stamp.  Michael Dodd is the IPDA General Secretary and owns cddstamps.com- cddstamps@gmail.com 
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Left - the first scan where I saw a black spot,  to 
the right is second scan from clean stock sheet. 

 

                               Not an uncatalogued flaw spot, just a paper fiber 



 
 Dealer Profile - Michael Ball - Worldwide Stamps.com 

 
This month we feature one of our new members, Michael Ball. Michael owns and runs Worldwide Stamps.com  You 
may have come across Michael as  A-Z stamps at stamps shows. Yes the same Michael.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael is the 2nd largest stamp show dealer in the USA and with many claims to fame, including the fact his business 
has had the same phone number since 1984  - I doubt many people can emulate that.  He deals in US. & Worldwide 
Stamps, Covers, Collections, and Supplies.  
 
Michael has been buying and selling stamps since 1984. He is  now based in Tempe, AZ.  The business started out 
many years ago as Arctic and Antarctic Specialists (thus our fascination with Polar Bears). Later he branched out into 
Dead Countries and Colonies of the world. The business has grown rapidly and expanded into a worldwide operation. 
He has an excellent stock of US and Worldwide stamps, both mint and used, as well as collections and supplies, all at 
big discounts to current retail.  
 
Michael has made a significant contribution to philatelic organizations over the years, notable he was the Treasurer 
of the NSDA for 10 years and a Director of the ASDA for 2 years.  Now he says he is ready to spend more time on his 5 
year plan, a plan started 15 years ago but never actually finished.  
 
He tells us that the plan is focused on internet sales. He says he will cut back the 35 shows a year that he does and 
focus on internet selling because as he puts it   “stamp collecting as a hobby is bigger than ever. You just won’t see 
that or apppreciate that if you are going to shows because year on year attendance at shows is going down 20% EACH 
YEAR.  We need to face the fact that people buy their stamps mostly online now. The transition from a show dealer to 
a show/internet dealer to an internet only dealer will be difficult but necessary. In our current 5-Year plan, that we 
keep extending, we realize that in 5 years from today there will be fewer shows and FAR fewer attendees at these 
shows. 10 years from now ?????  - not looking good at all for the show segment of the hobby.  I think that being a 
member of the IPDA is going to be very helpful in getting my 5-Year plan started and going in the right direction”. 
 
Michael is making the transition to internet sales using both the Hipstamp portal and the                                    
Ecwid e-commerce platform on his online store - a very impressive e-commerce platform that members may be 
aware of or might like to look at.   Welcome to  the IPDA Michael and all the best with your 5 year plan.  
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Building up your stock - Part II  

 
In the May lPDA Newsletter we did a piece about where to acquire stock to help build your sales listings. One reader 
has suggested that not everyone can afford to buy from the very large auction houses where there might be a more 
expensive selection.   This is a valid point and yes that might be the case so I have done some research and the follow-
ing are what might be considered some lower priced options for  building up your stock.   
 
First though, I have to say that where you live might be a factor.   In the UK you might prefer UK sources because of 
shipping costs, similarly for dealers based in the USA or Canada or South Africa for example, you might well prefer to  
keep your auction bidding or acquiring to auction houses or sources in your own country.  
 
And, of course, with price comes quality, be it the catalogue value, which with lower priced auction lots is likely to give 
lower catalogue value of the stock, versus quality of the material which with lower priced auction lots might give    ma-
terial of mixed or just average stamp condition quality. There is a trade off however we look at this.   
 
One criteria I will try to achieve in what I present in this article is that we get good to fine condition quality with the not 
too expensive or high catalogue value material.  One final comment, I deliberately will not reference any specific seller 
or auction house in this article.  However, If you have sources you are willing to share with other members please write 
to the General Secretary at ipdasecretary1@gmail.com and we will publish a further follow up in a future Newsletter. 
 
Let’s start with a very wide reaching source. That being eBay and the many sellers 
of kiloware. How easy Is this to start with.  
 
A search I did  “Kiloware – Stamps”  gave me 1199  results. I redefined that using 
the “Advanced” search features and got 115 US based sellers. I redefined the 
search again asking for only auction lots and I got 14 results.  Time spent so far less 
than a minute.  
 
One result looked good,  - image shown -  this was for “A FULL POUND WORLD-
WIDE KILOWARE ON PAPER – UNCHECKED”  their capitals not mine. Had to be the 
US    didn’t it. What is a pound?   Oh yes a weight not a currency!   
 
Anyway 13 hours to go as I type this and with two bids the lot is at US $12.75.        
Shipping cost is US $9 expedited to a random USA Zip Code I used just so I could 
get some idea of the shipping.  Shipping will obviously vary because USA shipping    
charges are calculated by Zip code I believe.  Perhaps one source of cheaper       
material? 
 
From this search alone I could write about more examples but will leave you with one thought. If it is cheap it       
probably means it is cheap quality with cheap stamps.  One lot I saw said “all the stamps in the picture” ……..  cont’d 
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Building up your stock - Part II    ….cont’d  

 
It did look to be in the 1000s but the viewer had no real 
way to know how many because no weight was given. And 
what about this “Untouched For Years Kiloware’ what  
exactly does that mean?  does it mean kept in a garage or    
basement and all now have rust and  or mold?   Perhaps 
best to look at the seller.  The first example was a respect-
ed dealer. The second was from, as best I can judge, a 
mom and pop seller. 
 
One thing eBay does very well is give you other choices. So 
I searched USA, Auctions and got 14 listings but this one 
did not show because it was a UK based seller. But I will 
use it now for a UK buyer.  USA buyer might be interested 
but the shipping would probably be more than the auction 
lot. It certainly was with just over 1 day to the auction 
closed.   As I type, this was at £72  - it was advertised as 
“STAMP ALBUMS GB WORLD, GDR IN 14 ALBUMS/STOCK BOOKS 1,000s STAMPS MINT & USED 14 albums/stock 
books MANY 1,000s stamps!! MINT & USED GB & WORLD STAMPS - includes GB, GERMANY, AND WORLD STAMPS - 
SOME EXPENSIVE AND WELL PRESENTED ALBUMS - SEE PHOTOS”   again listing caps not mine.    
 
Why someone has to “shout” I do not know but     perhaps it tells you something about the seller?  Just a thought.  If 
you are looking to build your stock base and you are based in the UK perhaps this is a pretty good option.   Quality  by 
condition and catalogue value?  well we do not know but may be worth a “gamble”. Perhaps the same  type of       
auction lots are available in your country / region? 
 
Last word on eBay. Just type “kiloware” into the search bar, select stamps category and see what you get. I think it will 
be different by your geography. Plenty of choice. Or as I said to start with use the “Advanced” search fields. They do 
have a very good search  engine in my view. 
 
A second source of material is reading the adverts in the stamp magazine from your country.  Lets start with the US 
again.  Perhaps you receive The American Philatelist, the APS magazine. You will find many auction possibilities in here 
as well as many collections being offered for sale. I won’t mention any in particular as perhaps it would be unfair to 
those I do not mention but when you read words like “Chris knows that many customers and dealers like to buy their 
stamps by the book full or the box full….”   well perhaps there is an option to follow up. 
 
One type of advert you might look out for is the one that says something like unsorted stamps,   “1000 GB for £1.00”   
or “500 World for £1.00”.  I have no idea what you will receive but it is one way to  get some material. And I am not 
making up that price. It was there in a UK stamp magazine Advertising pages section.                       ……..  cont’d 
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                                          Building up your stock - Part II    ….cont’d  

 
One more option.  Have you 
tried a Google search. Try this 
one “kiloware stamp dealers”.  
I got 6830 results and with my 
cursor on the search bar I see 
this.  =========> 
 
So that number can easily be 
reduced. Of course you can use 
the Advanced search,  click 
Setting and then Advanced 
Search. But when using Google search you do need to be careful of the wording used.  
For example, if you had typed “stamp kiloware dealers” you would have got 21,900 
results.  Hard to work with! 
 
Finally, and this is a rather unkind thought but one we have to be cognizant of - I said at the start of this article that 
with price comes quality.  Pay cheap get cheap is a common saying. The same can be said for using a less well        
qualified or experienced or professional seller, you pick your judgement criteria here,  and you will again get what you 
pay for.   However there are other perspectives to consider, there is no black and white answer I am afraid.  You can 
read  this sort of  commentary – I have edited to make it acceptable for an article like this – it is a dated observation I 
might add but it does send a message:   “This year I've bought four lots stamps from an auction house, one very large 
lot early this year and three more just recently. My experience has been totally negative. I've found better lots I've 
won for 99 cents on eBay. The stamps had all been thoroughly checked in advance. Not what you'd expect when you 
buy very large lots containing thousands of stamps. Clearly, when you buy kiloware from a professional stamp dealer, 
you can be 100% sure that not a thing of any value will be left behind for you to find” .  I have italicized the last        
sentence to make the point. We all have to be careful when trying to buy stock for our stores.  We want some value 
after all. The writer went on to talk about charity lots.  This is one more way to accumulate stock and at the same time 
perhaps ensure your money is going to a good cause.  Obviously you might be looking at your local charities or local 
state or province or country based charities. 
 
One final lot I found while doing this research.  Obviously only available to whoever lives where this shop is.  Perhaps 
a nice gamble, £50 for 4 kgs.   "Charity Stamps Direct" box, where people have sent stamps directly to us as donations 
to charity. Most packages are not opened by us, and these boxes are therefore a bit of a gamble!  We do not           
entertain returns or complaints on these, as you are probably as likely to get a marvelous box as a terrible 
one. Available to shop customers only, as a disclaimer form has to be signed”    You may have this type of offering  in 
your city?   It is just research to find it.  And finally, for your information, depending on how close cut the stamps are, 
size of stamps etc there are generally agreed to be 10,000 stamps in a 1 kilo lot.  
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The Back Page  

Managing stock will be something we all do on a daily / weekly basis. If your stock level is say less than a few         
thousand  items  maybe not too challenging a task, but in the tens of thousands and with sales, the method you use 
ideally has to be flexible.     
 
Perhaps people uses boxes like this one  in the picture.  Note the “pool noodle” 
Member Lee Coen had a very bright idea. He writes;  As summer approaches and 
the temperature rises above the 100 degree (US) mark here in Arizona, I got to 
thinking: Storing our stamps for sale in our red boxes. As a small part time       
internet dealer I needed a way to keep my 102 cards from falling over in my red 
boxes. In the past I have used ace bandages, knit caps and any other item I could 
find to keep my 102 cards upright. The items I choose always seem to not be the 
‘right’ thing. Sitting in the pool after work with a cold one I had an epiphany; pool 
noodles!  
 
Here in Arizona at the local corner store, they have boxes of these guys for sale, 
right when you walk in the door. You can lay on them in the pool or splash each 
other during fun pool games in the water. My wife will buy a couple of these guys 
every summer. What struck me was the cost: $1.00usd, they come in 5’ lengths and in several different colors.    
I figured, for a buck these guys are pretty cheap and can be cut to any length needed as my inventory  increases or 
decreases.    Any members want to share any stock management ideas?        Good Luck  ….    Lee    
 

 
Stamp Insurance 

 
We have been trying to find ways to add benefits to members and one idea we have been pursuing. although to be 
honest without much luck, is to get our members a discount on insuring their stamps.   
 
Maybe this is something that would be useful?  At this time we cannot do a global offering  but for UK based         
members we can suggest CGI Services Ltd t/a Stamp Insurance Services.  UK members may know of Barry Horne who 
runs the business.  You can read more here.  If you are interested you should contact Lucy Ferrier, she is at 
mail@stampinsurance.co.uk  If you do make contact please mention you are an IPDA Member as she has written 
telling us that they will give IPDA Members a discount. 
 
Contacts in the USA have fallen on deaf ears I am afraid.  As for other parts of the world we are still  researching      
opportunities but if any member has contacts in their country and wants to share with me I will pursue and see what 
we can do.    Thanks   Michael  IPDA General Secretary 
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