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Welcome to the September Issue 

As the weeks of August have passed by I kept a 
note of the things that have been happening at the 
IPDA.  Basically so I would not forget when it came 
time to write this piece.  Some you may already 
have heard about or seen. Perhaps others are new 
to you  Let me just list them with a few words.  
 

 The IPDA Website —  the Home page now has a news feed. Interesting 
articles for some of you perhaps. If you don’t look you wont know I 
guess. And, the blog is being written quite frequently with news and    
ideas for members to think about. We have also updated the Services 
menu to reflect a new relationship with the foremost expertising         
organisation is Europe, namely Verband Philatelistischer Prüfer e. V. -VP.     
Congratulations to Peter de Jong our Director Europe for bringing this to 
fruition. There is an announcement on this later in this Newsletter.  
There are potentially useful benefits to members from this relationship. 
 
The Confidential List—  Since I am the CLO I will self promote this one. 
When you, as a member, log in to the Members area the CLO Form to  
report a matter is now available. An online form that I think is simple and 
easy to complete. Just click submit and it gets sent to a confidential mail 
account, and, you can send yourself a copy for your record. 
 
The Invitation to Join the IPDA Brochure -  I know a few of you have 
printed some of these and used them at shows over the past two 
months.  Well sorry, hope you didn’t print too many because we have a 
new release of this handy little brochure. It can be  found in the         
Members Only area under Downloads. Take a copy and print a few to 
carry with you  and when you meet colleague dealers and ask them to 
read and think about joining us. I already have mine printed for the    
London Stampex. 
 
100 IPDA Members - yes you read that correctly. It is not a typo. We now 
have 100 members. I have written a further comment on this in my 
Chairmans Chatter on the last page.  Well done to everyone who helped 
us reach this milestone and to everyone who has joined us. And, special 
welcome to the 100th Member,  Andrew Vaughan.  The first time in our 
history we have 100 members. 
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Something that makes philately interesting  

to many collectors is finding an error, or 

variety.  

This above is a rather nice one. It is  Persia, 

Scott# 945, mint, foldover error and was 

found on a New York dealers site with an 

offer price of USD  $10.00.  That seems 

very reasonable.  Perhaps a different  style 

of foldover error?  For a useful explanation 

of errors  members might enjoy seeing this 

web site. One of many  but perhaps worth 

a quick view . Thanks to member Lee Coen 

for sharing this with us.                               

http://www.ipdastamps.com/
https://worldstampsproject.org/catalog/
https://worldstampsproject.org/catalog/


 

In the August Newsletter you may recall we welcomed 18 new members from 11 countries during July. This past 
month  we welcomed 22 new members from 13 countries.   Thank you for thinking of the IPDA as an Association   
worthy of your membership.  We look forward to  providing services for you and we hope for your participation. 
Thank you to those new members who have also referred others dealers to the IPDA. We now have 113 members 
and we are going to continue to grow I am sure of that.     Welcome to the following new members in August. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just a reminder for new members. We hope you will display the IPDA logo on your web-

site / sales channels.  Perhaps collectors will see this and in time appreciate it means they 

can buy with confidence from IPDA members. You can download this and other advertis-

ing material from the Members area on the website.  Log in to Member Only, click Down-

loads and save what you need to your computer.   

                      

  Welcome to Andrew Vaughan our 100th  Member  

It is always good to welcome a new member but especially good to 
have Andrew join the IPDA.  A highly respected UK dealer who has 
been selling fine quality British stamps since 1996. If only to enjoy just 
looking at quality stamps  you cannot do much better than to see what 
he is offering at  http://stampsgb.co.uk.  A quality selection of Queen 
Victoria, King Edward VII, King George V, King Edward VIII, King George 
VI, Queen Elizabeth II, Officials, Postage Dues and Fiscals.  

For members who will be attending Stampex in London in September 
please say hello to Andrew at his stand.  Welcome Andrew.  
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https://philatelic.co.uk/
http://www.corinphila.nl
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https://www.delcampe.net/en_GB/collectables/store/Guillestamps
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https://www.wopa-plus.com/
https://auktion.catawiki.de/angebot/carlos151060
https://www.bidorbuy.co.za/seller/987029/Melliott


 

My thoughts about the hobby  

by Don Palazzo, Managing Director, Dell Philatelic Consultants, IPDA Member # 257    

The stamp marketplace has changed dramatically with the rise of the internet. Selling platforms including ebay, Delcampe and 
Hipstamp now offer the collector a combined 'tens of millions' of items at any given time, from single stamps and covers to     
complete collections, dealer stocks and estates offered by an army of sellers. It is certainly a buyer's market out there! 
 
As with other areas of the marketplace today, many buyers don't always rely on established 'name brand sellers' and, as a result, 
many retailers from the pre-cyberspace era are struggling. 
 
When it comes to our cherished hobby of philately, many critics have emerged to proclaim that the hobby is in decline. I venture 
to give my opinion that the hobby is 'alive and well'. Prices are under pressure on easily obtainable pieces because sellers are 
large in number and competing with each other on price. The internet  allows price transparency. An established retailer must 
now compete with the individual collector and the beneficiary of a collector. All are capable of selling in cyberspace and a 'great 
many' are doing so. 
 
The traditional company with real overhead and the need to make a living for its owners and workers must now sell stamp lots 
alongside collectors who do not necessarily have these obstacles and beneficiaries who do not always understand the real value 
of the items that they are selling. This phenomenon is putting downward pressure on prices. 
 
Lower prices become a windfall for active collectors. With this good news comes the bad news when the collector wants to sell 
his collection. That is, prices are lower. Alas, many collectors who want to sell today have built their collections over many       
decades and at pre-internet market prices. 
 
I recall a collector who wanted to sell to me his topical collection of 'Birds'. He had thousands of sets and singles in his collection 
with an average value of $4.00 per item. Of course, many items were more costly and many items were less costly for him to   
obtain.   How does a traditional seller scan and describe a $4.00 item to sell on a platform like eBay without spending $1.50 in 
labor and overhead to do so? The answer is 'not easily'.   And then the traditional seller has the collector and beneficiary to     
compete against as there might be exact similar items for sale at the same time at 1/2 the price (or more) of the traditional 
business seller. Also, there are listing fees and sales fees that must be paid to eBay. If the item does not sell, then the seller must 
pay new listing fees month after month until the item does sell.   What can the traditional business possibly pay to the owner of 
the Bird collection? The answer is easily 'not so much'.  
 
I now offer very special items that are almost impossible to find anywhere else at what I consider to be fair prices, or, I have   
researched many prices on more mainstream items and offered very competitive prices. I have cut my overhead costs to the bare 
minimum.  With my new business model, I hope to stay relevant and an important source of material to collector-friends. Please 
consider the material offered in our Madloose eBay store where we have a 100% feedback from over 37,000 feedbacks.  
 
If you do not buy stamps on eBay, then please just send your order through an email to me or to Kathy. Kathy is my hard working, 
capable and knowledgeable assistant who will be celebrating her 17th anniversary of employment on November 1st. 
 
We wish you a good day and we look forward to hearing from you.   Best regards and Happy Collecting,   Don Palazzo 
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Recognising a Good Stamp dealer 

Peter C.A. de Jong provides Part II of the topic  titled Travel Agents and Stamp Dealers  -  This is an 

abridged version of the article that first  appeared in the http://canadianphilately.blogspot.com on 

May 19th 2018  

The first thing you should look for in my view is this - does this dealer approach his or her 
profession as a calling? or just a way to make a living? If they approach it as a calling, then 
there will be some indications that they care about the future health of the hobby of stamp 

collecting and stamp dealing as a profession, sufficiently to be motivated by a desire to serve the collector, with   
making a living as an important, but secondary consideration.  
 
So, when evaluating a dealer: 

1. Do they do anything within the broader community to promote the health of the hobby?  

2. How are they with the kids and those collectors of lower means? Do they patiently and cheerfully serve them, or 
are they impatient, rude or generally unappreciative of the business these collectors are giving them? 

3. Do they appear to make an attempt to learn as much as they can about stamps and are they open to learning 
new things? 

4. Do they help you avoid making purchases that they could reasonably be expected to know you will regret later.  

5. Are they fair to everyone involved in the transaction stream? Or do they only treat their customers fairly and not 
their suppliers?  You may not know the answer to that as a customer right away, but you can get the answer soon 
enough if you carefully observe a dealer who is buying a collection. A word of caution though, speed is not neces-
sarily an indication of dishonesty or unfair dealing. A dealer who is an expert in their field can review a collection 
pretty quickly to determine if they are interested in purchasing it and give an approximate, ball-park value. How-
ever, determining a final figure that they will pay does require a methodical approach, because there is so much 
that cannot be properly identified by a casual glance.   

6. Do they specialize? If they specialize in one area or a group of areas it tends to suggest that they recognize that 
they cannot be an expert in all stamps and they are more likely to be involved in acquiring and disseminating 
more knowledge about their chosen field. I am not saying that generalist dealers are not good - they can be. But, 
in my experience, they tend not to be as knowledgeable as the specialists. The thing is, you can't hide a lack of 
knowledge or competence if you are a specialist, but you can if you are a generalist.  

 
So, for these reasons, I do believe that there is a definite place for professional stamp dealers in this hobby. It is just a 
matter of finding dealers you trust and then allowing them to help you enjoy your hobby to the fullest.  
 
For buyers, perhaps there is one other question to ask. Do you know how you can recognize a reliable Internet stamp 
dealer?  Any of the above of course, but also, because they are IPDA members you can be confident when you buy 
from them.  
 
I welcome feedback and comments to me at peterca.dejong@gmail.com        Regards    IPDA Director Europe 
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 Member Profile - Kevin Morgan #201 from Melbourne Australia.  
 

The IPDA has much to thank member Kevin Morgan for. He has been advertising the IPDA in 
Stamp News Australasia for a few years now.   Kevin is based about 20 miles outside of   
Melbourne, Australia. He has been in the philatelic business for more years then many of us 
can remember it seems. He has published Stamp News Australasia for just as long. 
 

He also runs 21st Century Auctions, a store on eBay with plenty of philatelic variety and a 
100% feedback from over 12,500 feedbacks.  His number one priority is the magazine. A 
monthly publication which is considered by many to be the finest stamp publication in    
Australia. Kevin is also the Worldwide Agent for Republic of Cyprus, and offers Australia, 

Christmas Island and Cocos (Keeling) Islands at face value to overseas dealers on a standing order basis. He specialises 
in Australia  / Pacific stamps, SG catalogues, packet  offerings and other worldwide material.  
 
Something for members to consider; would you like to promote your business in Kevin’s publication. He would like to 
hear from you. You can contact him at  kevinmorgan2@live.com and view more details about the magazine here and 
advertising rates here.  
 

Are Tongs Important?  
 

Tongs?   What are tongs?  This short piece, and yes with that exact title, was sent to 
us by member Lee Coen from  Arizona. When I first read the title, I guess in the back 
of my mind, I knew what he was talking about.   Outside of the USA I think they are 
called tweezers :-)  How interesting is language. In fact the following snippet is on 
this subject. English spoken American  understood,  but back to tongs, are they   
important?  Of course we all know the answer is yes.  Lee writes, he was listing 
stamps and had these on the scanner. After  cropping the image he realized what 
he was seeing on the left stamp.  Perhaps not too clear in this picture but it is one 

big thumb smear.  Lee says tongs are never a waste of time even for a cheap 25c stamp, or in this case, a pair.  A pity 
because the stamps were mint never hinged and a se-tenant pair, which any self respecting seller would never split.  
 

English spoken, American understood 
 

Peter de Jong our Director for Europe saw this sign in a Scottish pub and thought it summed up the English American 
language topic quite well. Peter writes, in the philatelic world there are many “use of language” difference.  Tongs v 
tweezers is a good example,  syncopated v elliptical hole, maybe? :-),    flyspecking (what !!!!!!!!)  v study of varieties 
and the fun goes on. Actually it can be fun if you have a sense of humour, or should that be humor :-)     Peter has 
started a list  - you can view it here - and asks if members would like to help him develop it. In time we will add it as a 
Service for members. Please send Peter an email   Peterca.dejong@gmail.com    if you know one or more words that 
he can include in this “dictionary”.      
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The Postal Museum - London UK    

For those of us visiting London for the Autumn Stampex there are quite a few places to visit with a philatelic theme. Michael Dodd, 
our General Secretary  is attending Stampex and has a few suggestions if you will be in London as well.  
 

There are many places to visit when in London, for those of us with just a few days there. It will be hard to decide 
where to go, when we are not at the Stampex Show.  There is one place that, from everything I have read, is a must 
see because of its philatelic theme. The Postal Museum. The following is from their web site at  https://
www.postalmuseum.org/.  
 
“The purpose of the museum to showcase the stories and collections and reveal the fascinating story of Britain’s   
postal heritage. The museum brings 5 centuries of communication history to life. The Museum reveals the surprising 
and fascinating story of the first social network and make our extraordinary collections available and enjoyable for 
all”. 

To visit the museum you will need a ticket. I have read that General Admission tickets for the first two weeks of      
September are already sold out but there are a number of “walkup” tickets available every day from the museum and 
Mail Rail ticket desks from 10:00 every day. You have to buy the ticket on the day you wish to visit and it is advisable 
to check availability online. 
 

Charing Cross Collectors market     

The Charing Cross Collectors’ Market occupies a site on which there has been a market dating back to the 1690s.    
Originally as a vegetable market, it’s position between the river Thames and the Strand was an ideal location for     
deliveries and in 1845 the Hungerford suspension bridge, designed by Brunel, was constructed to further improve the 
market access.   The venue continued as a market facility over the next 130 years, occupied by London barrow boys, 
and in 1974 to the current day, it became established as London’s premier weekly collectors’ market, which            
specialises in coins, stamps, postcards, militaria, memorabilia and ephemera. 
 
Situated in the historic arches below Charing Cross Station and accessed by a staircase, the market takes place from 
8am to 3pm every Saturday and admission is free.  To read more please visit the website at  
www.charingcrossmarket.com 
 

Stamps Shops on the Strand 

Surely one cannot visit London without going to Stanley Gibbons on the Strand. Even if you have been before I think it 
is always worth another visit.  There are still a few other stamp shops on the Strand but not many now,  sadly the days 
of some other famous stamps shops, I can think of the Covent Garden Stamp shop, have long gone as the internet has 
become the selling medium of choice.  Check out this link for some ideas www.yell.com/s/stamp+dealers-strand-
central+london.html   you might be surprised.  I recommend the Stamp Center nearly opposite Gibbons.  
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IPDA, Inc. and the Verband Philatelistischer Prüfer e.V. - VP -  
agree to a working relationship 

 

 

The Internet Philatelic Dealers Association, Inc  (IPDA) and the Verband Philatelistischer Prüfer e. V. -VP-  are pleased 

to announce they have agreed to a working relationship, starting 1 September 2018. 

The IPDA is a nonprofit organization that was established in 2002 and is registered in the USA. It works globally to    
promote the integrity of philatelic dealers on the Internet and encourage the hobby of stamp collecting.  
 
The Verband Philatelistischer Prüfer e. V. -VP- with their headquarters in Germany, was established in 2010. It is the 
most active and fastest growing society of philatelic experts in Germany and EU countries. Their VP experts issue 
more than 7.000 certificates of authenticity per year.  
 
In this rapidly changing philatelic climate, organizations need to work together, sharing information as well as        
philatelic ideas, and to position their added-value to their members and the philatelic community. 
 
The members of the Verband Philatelistischer Prüfer e. V. -VP- are on hand as philatelic experts in their respective 
specialist fields to carry out philatelic expertising. Their task is to determine the genuineness and state of preservation 
of stamps, postal markings or other philatelic items and the detection of forgeries and faking of items submitted for 
expertising.  
 
Through this cooperation, both organizations want to position each other's activities among its members as well as 

sharing information. Where applicable, the organizations will also work together on projects. 

The contact person for the Verband Philatelistischer Prüfer e. V. -VP– will be Mr. Axel Dörrenbach, CEO. On behalf of 

himself, Mr. Dörrenbach recently became an IPDA member. The contact person on behalf of the IPDA is Europe     

Director, Peter C. A. de Jong. 

For further information about this working relationship, please contact Peter or visit the VP website www.vpev.de .  
or the IPDA website at www.ipdastamps.com  
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The following press release has been issued and is reproduced here for Members information. IPDA members can request VP     

Services and expect favourable terms because of this relationship. 
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Chairman’s Chatter 

I thought I would start this page with a short recap of the past 6 months, mostly for the benefit of our new members. On February 
28th we had our first Board meeting as a new leadership team.  Then on April 12th we held our AGM.   So really it has only been 
since April that we had the mandate with our  2018 Business Plan to rebuild the IPDA. We had 57 members back then and a goal to 
get 100 members by the end of 2018.  Yes, we beat our goal by 4 months. Why? because working together we have built a new 
website, created promotional material and spread the word about why there is an IPDA and what the IPDA has to offer.   

I have enjoyed being part of this. It has been so rewarding, especially to see the well established members we now have. I wont 
single out any one in particular because that might seem unfair to anyone I leave off. You saw a list of July new members in the last 
Newsletter and the new members during August is on page two of this Newsletter. 

Welcome to everyone. Working together we have made this happen and working together we will continue to make the IPDA a 
philatelic Association that is respected in the philatelic community. An Association I hope more members will contribute to, to help 
us grow and in turn see your businesses benefit from you being an IPDA member.  

Stamp Shows.  A number of IPDA members including a few Directors will be at the London Autumn Stampex at the    
Islington Design Center.  I know David Wood member from Melbourne will be there (Stand  53) and others from the 
UK Including Andrew Vaughan and Mark Bloxham - do visit their stands and say hello. As I mentioned in the July   
Newsletter, Ken Sanford is organising a dinner for IPDA members. If you are attending Stampex and will be in London 
on the evening of the 15th September and would like to join us, partners   included I should add, please contact Ken at 
kaerophil@gmail.com   
 
In September there is also the  35th Asian International Stamp Exhibition - MACAO 2018   This show in Macau looks 
like being a very interesting event with some well known names at the booths and some 60 plus exhibits.  I am sure 
many would enjoy a trip to Macau. We will have our General Secretary attending. He tells me he planned his return 
from London to the Philippines via Hong Kong to give him time in Macau. We do not have any member dealers with 
booths at this show, but if anyone is going and wants to meet up with Michael please do contact him at ipdasecretar-
y1@gmail.com   
 
Philatelic Terms Translated  —   Perhaps this is something Michael will need when in Macau. I hope you have had a 
look at this.  Even if just to be familiar it provides a list of Philatelic Terms Translated from English into 8 languages  - 
including Dutch, French, German, Italian, Mandarin, Portuguese, Spanish, and Swedish. More languages will follow.   
 
Dealer to Dealer discounts: Our webmaster has updated this page. It was a simple table, and adequate when we only 
had a few members offering dealer to dealer discounts but as we have grown so has the number of members on the 
list.  A sort feature is now available. I hope this is more useful if you wish to avail yourself of this benefit of being an 
IPDA Member. 
 
Finally, if you are in London for Stampex please get in touch. I would enjoy meeting new members while I am there. 

That’s it for this month. If you have snippets for me to use in future Chairman’s Chatter please email me  here   
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