
 
 
Hello everyone and may I take this early opportunity 
to wish you all a very merry Christmas and send my 
best wishes for 2015.  
 
May it be a wonderful year for you all, for your     
families and friends and your philatelic  activities.  
 
Of course, while I am sending my best wishes I am 
wondering if many of you are receiving them.  
 
I know I may sound like a broken record but I really 
thought I might get some response to some of the 
pieces in the November issue.   
 
The article on soaking non soluable gummed 
stamps, the article of scented stamps, perhaps the 
eBay message, or the piece about my  customer Christmas present.  Nothing, hello 
people,  anyone there?    
 
Oh well,  I know who is reading and between the three of you (down from 11 a few months ago 
hahahahahaha) , thank you for  inspiration, ideas and messages.  I said I would show you my 
Customer Christmas present. Well here is it. What do you think?   Nice eh!!!  Feels nice and I 
use a pair all the time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Makes me think, what branded products do you use?   Ideas to share with other members? Or 
is that helping the competition?   Rather, let’s think of it as us all helping each other and in turn 
we are promoting the IPDA to the buying collector.  
 
Christmas stamps are in abundance and I have no idea why anyone would even bother      
collecting them but people do. I tried to buy a few sets of Hong Kong stamps to use on my   
customer orders this past week and the local low value  $1.70 stamps were sold out at a few 
Post Offices I tried, including the airport which usually has everything. I must say the local 
Hong Kong Market is hot.   What is it like in your country?  
 

As for IPDA News. Well none I can think of for this issue so it will have to be me rambling   
although I do hope you enjoy some of the articles.   
 

Have a great December and wonderful Christmas. I am doing a first this Christmas. Flying 
back to Hong Kong from Sydney on Christmas day.  Hope Qantas give me a lovely Christmas 
dinner. Maybe I should get a first flight cover made and signed by the crew. Bet there are not 

many Christmas Day first flight covers on an A380 . 
 
 .   Best wishes.. Michael   michaelatipda@gmail.com 
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I tried so hard to find 

a stamp I thought we 

would all enjoy    

seeing but gave up.! 

 

This was the best I 

could find.  

 

Why? because of the     

denomination.  What 

does it mean?  First 

correct answer with 

mailing address will 

receive a pair of     

tweezers from me to 

you for Christmas.  

Stamp of the Month 

E D I T O R S  C O L U M N  

mailto:michaelatipda@gmail.com


Editors Note: A year ago I visited Cebu - as you may recall from an article I wrote - when I met one of our members 

Philippe Poppe of Poppe Stamps. We have kept in touch and Philippe has let me know that he has started an        

ambitious project to collect one of every stamp issued by the Philippines.  This has motivated me to write a series of 

articles on the stamps of the Philippines. I hope you enjoy whatever I, and maybe with Philippe’s help, end up writing. 

I will acknowledge sources but must mention Nigel Gooding’s  brilliant site - Spanish Philippines Philatelic Site- 

which is a must read if you want to learn more about each of the early issues.  And, a final comment, many thanks 

also go to Nigel  for his advice and proof reading as he has collaborated on this piece. 

The Philippines has a rich range of collecting areas to interest philatelists.  There are the traditional areas from    
regular postage stamps to early and unique covers plus esoteric areas such as commercial control, official business 
(OB), VICTORY, and specimen overprints (the latter a 100+ year heritage). To add further interest, the stamps from 
the Philippines have been issued under the four administrations of the Spanish, American, Japanese, and of course 
since 1946, self rule. That is not to say there are not other interesting issues, there are, including the Aguinaldo    
issues of 1898 - 1899 and the Provisional issues  of Bohol, Pany, Cebu, La Union and Zamboanga, but I will keep to 
the 4 main administrations.  

 
Some early history might be interesting.  On December 7, 1853, the Spanish Governor General Antonio de           
Urbiztondo issued a circular whereby he ordered that from  February 1, 1854 prepaid postage would be compulsory 
for all mail matters circulating within the Islands whether addressed from one province to another or between the 
towns of the same. Urbiztondo's now famous "CIRCULARES E INSTRUCCIONES PARA EL ARREGLO DEL 
POSTE DE LA CORRESPONDENCIA DE ESTAS ISLAS", established the first regular mails in the Philippines and 
began the use of postage stamps on letters.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first stamps (above) issued on 1 February 1854 were of four denominations;  the 5 curators, the 10 curators, the 
1 real, and the 2 reales.  The design of this issue was based on the Spanish stamp of 1853. The basic difference 
being the alteration of the date to read 1854 Y 1855 instead of 1853, and the change in the value tablets to reflect 
the local Philippine currency of Cuartos and Real Fuerte. 

 
The stamps were printed in Manila from locally engraved plates. All stamps up to 1874 portrayed Queen Isabella II of 
Spain and, as in the mother country, new designs were introduced at frequent intervals. To be very correct all stamps 
up to 1871 when the first issue under the rule of King Amadeo were released but due to stamp shortages the others 
remained in use with overprints.  None of the Isabella issues bore the name of the islands.  
 
There were various issues during the period 1854 through to the early 1870s  These below .were a new issue in 
1863, similar to previous issues except that the shaded part of the background around the circle of pearls has finer 
lines and there is a colon between Correos and Interior instead of a period. The word ”Franco” is also of a smaller 
type as well. 
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S T A M P S  O F  T H E  P H I L I P P I N E S  -  T H E  S P A N I S H  I S S U E S  

http://www.nigelgooding.co.uk/Spanish/Isabella/1854.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isabella_II_of_Spain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isabella_II_of_Spain
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From 1864 Spain started to ’standardise’ the 
issues across the homeland and the colonies 
and in 1872 new Philippine postage stamps 
(images right) were issued bearing the head 
of the Spanish King Amadeo and the words 
"CORREOS FILIPINAS".   

The issue, comprising a set of 5 stamps, 
were typographed on thin, white wove paper 
by the Fabrica Nacional de Mondea y      
Timbre, of Madrid. They were engraved by H 
Fernandez, perforated 14 and issued in sheets of 100 stamps. The values, now expressed in centimos de peseta, were 
reflective of the  monetary unit of Spain which was put into effect on October 19th 1868. The above three values of the 
set were released on May 8th 1872 

From a postal use perspective I read that unlike the present practice of affixing stamps in the upper right hand corner of 
the envelope, stamps during the Spanish period were in some instances, pasted on the upper left hand corner of the 
cover. Apparently this was because the original decree stipulated that stamps were to be placed on the top  left corner. 

Also, during those times stamp sellers received a commission from their sales as shown by the following provisions of 
Urbiztondo's Circular: "The chief of the province in charge of the issuance of stamps and the Administrator of the     
Estancadas of Tondo with the consent of the superintendent are given 10% commission on the sales of stamps as   
remunerations and to cover the expenses that they may incur in the performance of their work, labor, and the          
consequent responsibilities". 

It seems also that the Spanish postal authorities tolerated the splitting of large denomination postage stamp into two 
stamps of a lower value, creating a bisect stamp.  A local philatelist, for instance, owns an envelope postmarked in Ma-
nila on July 6, 1857 and addressed to one S.D. Felino Gil of Guagua, Pampanga. The envelope bore on its upper left 
hand corner a 10 cuartos stamp cut diagonally to pass as a 5 cuartos stamp. The explanation of this oddity seems to 
be that due to the lack of a 10 cuartos stamp the stamp teller cut the stamp in half so he could have two 5 cuartos 
stamps to conform with the single rate local postal rate at that time. 

To add a Hong Kong theme to this opening article I thought you might also find this interesting. Until the Philippines 
joined the UPU in May  1877 the use of Spanish-Philippine stamps was not accepted on mail to foreign countries     
outside of the Spanish empire. Very few overseas covers from the 1850s through 1877 to countries outside the     
Spanish empire were sent through the Manila Post Office. 

To enable correspondence to be sent to non-Spanish empire countries, stock of British Asian stamps from India, Straits 
Settlements and Hong Kong were maintained by local merchants. The British Asian stamps were applied to overseas 
covers which were then hand carried to a departing ship en-rote to a British port where they entered into the postal    
system and were accordingly cancelled. The postal rates for the British Asian stamps applied in Manila were calculated 
from the British port to its final destination. 

For letters travelling through the port of Hong Kong the stamps were typically cancelled with a black oval ‘B62’ cancel.  
Interestingly, a few Spanish-Philippine stamps from the 1870s have been found with the Hong Kong ‘B62’ cancel,     
indicating that these stamps were used on overseas mail instead of the British Asian stamps.  This is contrary to the 
ruling of not allowing covers addressed to non-Spanish empire countries to be sent using the Spanish-Philippines 
stamps until after May 1877. All overseas correspondence from May 1877 regardless of destination were to use     
Spanish-Philippine stamps cancelled at Philippine Post Offices.    

Finally, the Spanish period covered 5 reigns or periods - Isabella, Amadeo, the Spanish Republic, Amadeo XII and 
Amadeo XIII. The 1881—1888 period was plagued with stamp shortages necessitating the surcharging of various 
postal telegraphic and fiscal stamps to meet the demand. 

My thanks to Nigel Gooding for his excellent material, his permission to use it and his proof reading. As I said at the 
beginning it really is worth reading his work.  Brilliantly put  together, easy to read and enjoyable to see such an       
interesting collection. Part II of this series will look at philately during the USA  administration from 1898 until 1941. 

S T A M P S  O F  T H E  P H I L I P P I N E S  -  T H E  S P A N I S H  I S S U E S   … .  C O N T ’ D  
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Editors Note: I came across this from one of 
Keith Heddle’s emails and found it interesting so 
am sharing with you in the hope you enjoy    
reading it.   
 
I do hope he is ok with me republishing it.  
 
All credit to him for an interesting write up. For 
more, Keith is probably contactable at  UK: 0845 

026 7170   at Stanley Gibbons.   

 
Quite a strange looking stamps isn’t it?  It was 
printed in 1848, but strangely the existence of 
these stamps were unknown to collectors until 
1897. What’s more, only eleven examples have 
ever been recorded. And no new discovery has 
been made since 1934. 
  
Of this tiny number, five (like the example 
above) were struck in black on bluish grey paper 
and six in red.  This is the finest and most    
handsome of the black 'Perots'. 
 
They are referred to as ‘Perots’ after the man 
who created them - Postmaster of Hamilton 
Post Office in Bermuda,   William Perot. 
 
In 1848, in an effort to attract new business, 
Perot devised a simple plan that would allow 
people to send more mail even when he was 
unavailable.   
 
As Postmaster, Perot would manage the delivery of the mail himself, even meeting ships as they arrived into port to 
pick up the mailbag and head into Hamilton to deliver them. 
  
To cover the times he was out and about he cut a slot in a door where people could drop letters along with the pennies 
for their postage. 
  
The plan worked. More mail was dropped off, but increasingly, fewer pennies were left behind and he had no way of 
knowing who was short-changing him.  So he devised a unique solution - the Perot stamps.  Perot removed the plugs 
for the month and date from his date stamp and just stamped the year on sheets of writing paper. He would then write 
“one penny” above the year and sign his name below.  He sold them individually or in sheets of 12 and known        
examples were dated from 1848 to 1856. When letters carried his stamps, he knew he had been paid. 
 
Interestingly, Perot was operating outside the system - official postage stamps were not introduced in Bermuda until 
1865. 
 
Today, Perot stamps are prized by collectors, commanding six figure sums on the rare occasion they become        
available.  In total, only eleven Perot stamps survive and three are owned by The Queen. 
 
The above is one of just five that were struck in black on bluish grey paper and this is the finest of those five. Stanley 
Gibbons have actually just acquired this item back from an investor. He purchased it last year and saw the catalogue 
price increase by £10,000 in the last 12 months.  It may even still be available,  for £150,000. 
 

 

tel:0845%20026%207170
tel:0845%20026%207170
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Just a few examples I found.     

Am lost for words for a change!   

No,  on  second thoughts, I actually like the 

two GB stamps. 



A E R O P H I L A T E L I C  H A L L  O F  F A M E  
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The Aerophilatelic Hall of Fame is international in scope. It honours 
those who have contributed significantly to the accumulation of          
aerophilatelic knowledge, to interest and participation in aerophilately or 
rendered outstanding service to national or international organised    
aerophilately. 
 
The Aerophilatelic Hall of Fame is the most important and significant 
AAMS award. It is a step above the other major AAMS awards and in 
most cases will mark outstanding and distinguished combined service 
and achievement in aerophilately.  It is intended to recognise a lifetime of 
dedication and important  and diverse   contributions. 
 
This year Ken Sanford was elected to the Aerophilatelic Hall of Fame. 
This is an outstanding achievement. 
 
I am sure all members of the IPDA will join with me in congratulating Ken on this recognition by the AAMS.  As 
many of you will no doubt know Ken has been with the IPDA since its formative years and, he is a past       
Chairman of the IPDA. He is a very active member, working behind the scenes  for the benefit of IPDA        
members. 
 
He is also very well known to most AAMS members. Has served the AAMS for many tears as an officer,         

including as President from 1986 to 1987, and as a director and representative and convention co-ordinator, 
 
Ken’s aerophilatelic specialities are the crash mails of Pan American Airways and Imperial Airways, He is the 
author of “Air Crash Mail of Imperial Airways and Predecessor Airlines”. This was published in 2003.  He has 
contributed extensively to the “Interrupted Flights Section” of the American Air Mail catalogue and has written 
numerous articles for the Airpost Journal and other philatelic publications. 
 
Below, Ken at an AAMS convention and one of the crash covers from Ken’s collection. This Pan American 
cover, is one of only three letters recovered from the crash of the famous China Clipper off Trinidad in 1945.    
 
The China Clipper (Tail NC14716) was the first of three Martin M-130 four-engine flying boats built for Pan 
American Airways and was used to inaugurate the first commercial transpacific air service from San             
Francisco to Manila in November, 1935.  The China Clipper remained in Pan Am service until January 8, 1945, 
when it was destroyed in a crash in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago.  
 
Flight 161 had started at Miami bound for Leopoldville in the Belgian Congo making its first stop to refuel at 
Puerto Rico before flying on to Port of Spain. After making one missed approach on the second approach to 
land it came down too low and hit the   water at a high speed and nose down a mile-and-a-quarter short of its 
intended landing area. The impact broke the hull in two which quickly flooded and sank. Twenty three passen-
gers and crew were killed while there were seven survivors including Captain C.A. Goyette who was the Pilot in 
Command of the flight and Captain L.W. Cramer who was acting as First Officer and was flying the plane from 
the left seat when it crashed.   Sadly. pilot error was to blame for the crash.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_M-130
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flying_boat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pan_American_Airways
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pan_American_Airways
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Francisco
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Francisco
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manila
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Port_of_Spain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinidad_and_Tobago
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miami
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kinshasa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgian_Congo
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A B O U T  G I B R A L T A R  S T A M P S  

Sourced from the Gibraltar Post website. Editors Note: I was reading this and thought  some of you might  enjoy 

reading it . 
Early details of postal arrangements in Gibraltar are hard to establish although it is known that postal facilities were 
provided by the Civil Secretary’s Office from 1749. Gibraltar became a packet port in July 1806 (one year after the 
Battle of Trafalgar in 1805), although the Civil Secretary’s office continued to be responsible for other mail. The two 
services were amalgamated on 1st January 1857 as a Branch Office of the British Post Office with the control of the 
Gibraltar Post Office not reverting to Gibraltar until the 1st January 1886. 
 
Spanish stamps could be used in Gibraltar from their introduction in 1850 and indeed such franking was required on 
letters weighing over ½ oz. sent to Spain after 1 July 1854. From 1 July 1856 until 1 January 1876 all mail to Spain 
required postage to be prepaid by Spanish stamps and there issues were supplied by the Gibraltar Postal Authority 
acting as a Spanish Postal Agent. The mail forwarded under this system was cancelled at San Roque with a hori-
zontal barred oval, later replaced with by a cartwheel postmark showing numeral 63. From 1857 combination enve-
lopes showing the 2d ship mail fee paid in British stamps and the inland postage by Spanish issues exist. 
 
Stamps of Great Britain were issued for use in Gibraltar from 3 September 1857 to the end of 1885. The initial sup-
ply contained 1d, 4d and 6d values. 
 
Finally on the 1st January 1886 the Colonial Government of Gibraltar assumed control of its Postal Services. As an 
interim measure, Bermuda stamp plates were overprinted with 'Gibraltar' using different colours. These were re-
placed by Gibraltar's own design in December of that same year. 
 
Gibraltar's stamps were used with peseta values from 1889 to 1898 since trade was carried out in this currency. 
Stamp designs were rather stereotyped until 1931 when, at the Governor's request, Captain Garrood, Gibraltar's 
Crown Surveyor and Engineer, produced the first pictorial Definitive. 
 
The first commemorative issue was in 1935. The release of such issues were confined up to 1966 to Crown Agents 
'Omnibus' issues and marked events of international interest. Since 1966 subjects of a predominantly local flavour 
have been chosen through international events are also featured. 
 
Gibraltar Stamps have therefore been issued during five different reigns as follows: 

 Queen Victoria 1886-1901 

 King Edward VII 1901-1910  

 King George V 1910-1936  

 King George VI 1936-1952  

 Queen Elizabeth II 1953-present 

 
All the stamps issued during those reigns may be viewed on the Gibraltar Post Office 
website  here in their  ‘Stamp Legacy’ section.  

 
Today Gibraltar continues to adopt a 
conservative stamp issuing policy 
thus maintaining its high reputation 
amongst the philatelic fraternity.    
Gibraltar stamps are highly collected 
worldwide and the Gibraltar Philatelic 
Bureau proudly dispatched its stamps 
to collectors in over 60 countries 
worldwide from their offices. 
 

 
 

http://www.gibraltar-stamps.com/index.php?controller=stamps&action=legacy


Editors thoughts: I am a small seller, I have to admit, although this past year to date I am quite happy to have just shy 
of 3000 sales.  How do I advertise? I ask myself that question too often. I try stamp Boards like Yahoo and Facebook, I 
have a customer mailing list. I have my own web site and two blogs.  Not much, and none of that costs me anything 
except my time, and anyway, I enjoy writing about stamps.  For a while I used Google AdWords, and while I know I got 
a lot of impressions and hits on my site I do not think I got the sales to really make the cost worthwhile.   
 
One reason I thought of writing this was because I saw the opportunity to advertise on ‘World Stamp News’, but the 
cost for a banner ad was £500 per year. Not really an option for me.  
 
So my question, and lets not think of it as helping the competition - ie you, my colleagues, who are also looking to        
advertise and dare I say compete, although I don’t think of myself as your competition as my stock is small and rather 
focused — but how do you cost efficiently advertise?  Be it small or large advertising, cheap of perhaps more           
expensive?  Any advice to me and other members?  I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
The same goes for advertising the IPDA. Your Board have looked at ways but usually we end up deciding we will 
spend more on advertising than we will be bringing in, in new Member revenue. While we are a ‘not for profit’           
Association we cannot be without some funds to manage the various costs we do have.  Your thoughts always         
welcome.   Oh! and I just thought, talking about advertising, we are on Facebook. Now I know some of you don’t like it 
but we are there trying to promote the IPDA. Well done to Allan for his good work. 
 

It is Christmas in about 24 days.  I do hope you get something philatelic. I recall asking for ideas for philatelic Christmas 
presents and received not one response. How boring you all are  
 
So one more request from me this year, do write to me and tell me what philatelic 
Christmas present you get.  Go on, surprise me. Send me your mailing address as well and I 
will send you my customer Christmas present. You can have a pair of cddstamps.com tweez-
ers always on your desk to remind you of me and the IPDA    
 
Have a wonderful Christmas, where ever you are and what ever you are doing. Be 
safe, be happy, be healthy.      Best wishes.. Michael   michaelatipda@gmail.com      
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